
Grades 6-8

Lesson PLan: 
MacroeconoMics: coMparative advantage/ a global econoMy

subjects: social studies | suGGested cLass time: 1 class period (60 Minutes)
chaPters of american made movie: chapters 1 and 3 (optional)

introducinG the Lesson: 20 minutes

teacher will prompt the entire class with the following questions:

• Has anyone ever been to a baseball game?
• Do any of you play baseball, t-ball, or softball?

Use accompanying Figure 6.1.1 Goods at a Baseball Game, students will then be asked to work in a small group to make a list of all 
of the items that they would see or use both in playing baseball and in watching a baseball game.

Teacher should facilitate conversation to help students create a robust list of items that includes all player and umpire equipment and sport-
ing goods to play the game, as well as products they might see at a game, such as food and drinks, merchandise for sale, and even parts 
of the stadium itself, such as seats, windows, lighting equipment, etc.  Students will leave the bottom section blank for the time being.

overview:
“Comparative Advantages” allow for one 
country (or region) to manufacture goods 
more effectively, efficiently, and less costly 
than other countries (or regions). For this 
reason, it does not always make sense for 
a country (or region) to try and manu-
facture one good, but instead to focus 
on manufacturing another. Through this 
lesson students will learn how to recognize 
comparative advantages and apply the 
principle to their own lives.

objectives: Students will be able to…
• Describe why an entertainment event like a game of baseball involves people from all 

over the world
• Explain is meant for a country to have a “comparative advantage” for a specific product.
• Explain why a one country might make a product that is used in another country  

(comparative advantage).

Key vocabuLary:
Macroeconomics
Comparative Advantage
Global Economy
Resource
Goods/Products

materiaLs
• Coloring pencils/markers
• Figure 6.1.1 Goods at a Baseball Game
• Figure 6.1.2 Countries that Play Baseball 

Map
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Grades 6-8

Using a different colored marker, crayon, or pencil for each of the following, students should be asked to highlight or underline the follow-
ing products on their list that they think are made:
• One Color – In their city/town
• Second Color – In the United States
• Third Color – In another country

Note: Students may not have the understanding that goods are made in another country. So using Figure 6.1.2 Countries that Play 
Baseball Map, let students know that the game of baseball is played in places around the world.

instructor-Led Lesson: 25-30 minutes

Teacher will play chapter 1 of American Made Movie Educational DVD Kit. Students will be asked to pay attention to the scene and 
take notes on the bottom of Figure 6.1.2 Countries that Play Baseball Map to indicate where each piece of baseball equipment is 
made.

Note: Teacher might need to pause the movie several times and let students collaborate on completing the information.

Now ask students to look back at their responses and colors indicating where they thought the goods were made on Figure 6.1.1 Goods 
at a Baseball Game and ask the following questions:
• How many people had at least one good on their list that was correct?
• How many people had at least 3 good on their list that were correct?
• Did anyone have 5 or more?

Introduce the idea of a “Global Economy” by asking the following questions:
• Do you think that every one of those countries on your list makes its own baseball equipment?
• Do you think it is possible for every country to do that? Is it necessary?
• If every country does not have to make its own equipment in order to play baseball, how is it possible for a game of baseball 
    to take place?

Discuss the idea of a Global Economy as the fact that things are made in countries all over the world. As the movie chapter indicates, the 
game of baseball itself involves products manufactured in dozens of countries. But in order to play a game of baseball it is not necessary for 
countries to make their own equipment.

Ask the following questions to prompt students to think about what might make one country more likely to manufacture its own baseball 
equipment:
• If you play the game of baseball/t-ball/softball, do you have to make your own equipment?
• If you don’t, then how to do get the equipment that you need to play the game?

This introduces the idea of “Comparative Advantage,” which is to say that some countries (or regions) have “resources” that allow them 
an advantage to manufacture a product in their country (or region). This also lays the foundation for the concept of “trade,” which will be 
discussed in other lessons.

Introduce the student to the idea that some countries have more resources (the things and people needed to make a certain good) of one 
kind and less resources of another kind.
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cLosinG the Lesson: 10 minutes

Questions to connect back to the movie:
• Why do you think that the United States manufacturers baseball bats?
    (Teacher has the option to play chapter 3 of American Made Movie Educational DVD Kit to reinforce that the United States has 
    the “Comparative Advantage” of having the world’s best trees that can be shaped into baseball bats.
• Are there any other products (baseball-related, or not) that you think the United States should make very well 
    (have a “Comparative Advantage”)?

assiGnment: 10 minutes

Students will return to their Figure 6.1.1 Goods at a Baseball Game and look at the goods they listed in the two columns. Beneath the 
lists, in the box provided, students should answer the question: Why does the game of baseball involve people from all over the world?

taKe home to Parents:

• Ask your parents if they know where each piece of baseball equipment is made. 
• Tell them the correct answers and share with them what you learned about how many people are required to play a game 
    of baseball.
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students should use the following graphic organizer to create a comprehensive list of all of 
the items involved in the game of baseball.

Figure 6.1.1 Goods at a Baseball Game

thinGs i saw at a basebaLL Game thinGs i need to PLay a basebaLL Game

why does the Game of basebaLL invoLve 
PeoPLe from aLL over the worLd?

a m e r i c a n
m a d e  m ov i e
c u r r i c u L u m



students should use the following graphic organizer to create a list of all of the items involved 
in the game of baseball and where they are made.

Figure 6.1.2 Countries that Play Baseball Map

austraLia

sPain

KinGdom of tahe 
netherLands

itaLy

braziL

canada

venezueLa

cuba
Puerto rico

dominican   
  rePubLic

china

chinese taiPei

jaPan
Korea

mexico

catchers Knee Pads

__________________________

baseball jersey

__________________________

hat

__________________________

Glove

__________________________

helmet

__________________________

sports bag

__________________________

belt

__________________________

cleats

__________________________

arm band

__________________________

baseball

__________________________

water cooler

__________________________

baseball bat

__________________________

a m e r i c a n
m a d e  m ov i e
c u r r i c u L u m


